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Introduction Working example

Process

Generally known and used as a collaborative

open access tool for sharing information, wikis

also provide an ideal mechanism for delivering

and assessing student work in both an efficient

and effective manner.

Lecturers and students need no technical

knowledge in order to make use of a wiki.

There is no specialised programming interface

to learn. It’s simply a case of being able to

click on the wikis Edit and Save buttons in

order to post or amend information and provide

feedback.

Using a wiki as part of a college Virtual Learning

Environment (Blackboard), a number of units

from an HND New Media course were delivered

and assessed by means of a wiki. All that was

required was access to the Internet via a

standard web browser such as Internet Explorer

and a user login and password.

The wiki was setup to allow students to edit and

upload both formative and summative

assessment work. The ‘delete’ option was

removed so that accidental deletion by students

could not occur.

The main advantages of using a wiki for

assessment purposes included the provision of

a detailed audit trail including date/time of

submission and an accurate history of all

amendments made and by whom. In addition

the wiki is easily exported by both lecturer and

students for record keeping purposes and

providing a basis for student based e-Portfolios.

After setting up the wiki the lecturer can view and access all 

student wikis via the ‘View’ link.  Students also see this page but 

can only access their own wiki.  

The extract above is used for formative assessment requiring the 

student to provide responses to questions which have been set by the 

lecturer.

This wiki was setup for a web design unit.  The unit was an 

individually assessed unit but a minor alteration to the wiki’s 

settings would enable predetermined groups to see and 

contribute to a group based wiki.

Above is an example of a comment given by the lecturer in response to 

the above formative assessment questions. Students can review and 

respond to comments before undertaking summative assessment.

Conclusion
The wiki provided an up-to-date mechanism for undertaking and recording both formative and summative assessment. It proved time saving by providing an electronic record of student work which was

easily exported for storage and future verification purposes. Evaluation of the wiki from students undertaking the above unit was positive. They particularly liked the provision of electronic responses as it

provided them with a permanent record of feedback which they could access and refer to at anytime.
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